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Handout Open Access 
Publisher Memberships and Agreements 

  

• Association for Computing Machinery (ACM): Open Access publica-

tions in proceedings and journals of the ACM are, with a few excep-

tions, free of charge for RUB members. 

https://libraries.acm.org/subscriptions-access/publications-eligible-

for-oa 

• Benjamins: In 2024, OA publication costs in all of the publisher's 

journals are covered by a Publish & Read agreement. 

• BMC: Membership ended on 31.7.2020 - the publishing agreement 

was transferred to Springer Deal as of 1.8.2020.Springer Deal 

• BMJ: OA publication costs (only research articles) in subscription 

journals of the Standard Collection (26 titles) are covered. RUB 

members receive a 15% discount on article fees (only research ar-

ticles) in pure Open Access journals, as invoicing is done centrally. 

Information for authors 

• Cambridge University Press: OA publication costs in subscription 

and gold OA journals are free of charge for RUB authors. The costs 

for this transformation contract 2022-2024 are raised cooperatively 

at the RUB. www.cambridge.org/core/services/open-access-poli-

cies/waivers-discounts 

• Company of Biologists: OA publication costs in the 3 hybrid journals 

"Development", "Journal of Cell Science", "Journal of Experimental 

Biology" as well as the 2 Gold OA journals "Disease Models & Mech-

anisms" and "Biology Open" are covered by the RUB contract. Infor-

mations for authors 

https://www.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/oa/index.html.en
https://libraries.acm.org/subscriptions-access/publications-eligible-for-oa
https://dl.acm.org/
https://libraries.acm.org/subscriptions-access/publications-eligible-for-oa
https://libraries.acm.org/subscriptions-access/publications-eligible-for-oa
https://benjamins.com/content/authors/read_publish_deals
https://benjamins.com/content/authors/read_publish_deals
https://www.projekt-deal.de/springer-nature-vertrag/
https://authors.bmj.com/open-access-germany/?utm_source=adestra&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=institutional&utm_content=BSB-EM3-B2B-2021&utm_term=journalslist
https://authors.bmj.com/open-access-germany/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/services/open-access-policies/waivers-discounts
http://www.cambridge.org/core/services/open-access-policies/waivers-discounts
http://www.cambridge.org/core/services/open-access-policies/waivers-discounts
https://www.biologists.com/library-hub/read-publish/guide-for-authors/
https://www.biologists.com/library-hub/read-publish/guide-for-authors/
https://www.biologists.com/library-hub/read-publish/guide-for-authors/
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• Copernicus: The 2024 agreement includes centralised invoicing. Ar-

ticle costs of up to 2.000€ gross can be covered by the OA Publica-

tion Fund if the funding criteria are met. 

• Elsevier: (DEAL) From 2024 on articles fees in fully (Gold) Open 

Access journals are discounted by 20% and by 15% in fully OA jour-

nals of the Cell Press and the Lancet titles. They will be invoiced 

centrally to the University Library and must be reimbursed by the 

Corresponding Authors. A fee will also be charged for each article 

published by RUB members in hybrid journals. In 2024, these cen-

trally billed costs will be covered jointly by central funds from the 

University Library, the DFG funds and by a share per faculty / 

UKRUB. 

• Frontiers: The agreement from 2024 includes only 10% discount on 

article fees and centralized billing. 

• De Gruyter: In 104 hybrid journals in the humanities and social sci-

ences, OA publishing is initially possible for RUB authors in the pilot 

year 2022 at no additional cost. The articles must be approved by 

the UB in the de Gruyter dashboard. The transformation contract 

also allows for a 20% discount on article fees in Gold open access 

journals. 

• Hogrefe: The contract from 2024 onwards allows RUB members im-

mediate open access publication in all transformative PsyJournals 

journals at no additional cost. There is a 25% discount on APCs in 

Gold OA journals. Author FAQ 

• IOP: As part of the national consortium IOP Journals, RUB members 

can publish open access in 53 hybrid and 21 gold OA journals with-

out limits. The contract is cooperatively funded; there are no addi-

tional costs for authors. AAS and ECS Publications are excluded.  

• MDPI: The agreement enables centralised invoicing and a 15% dis-

count on APCs for RUB members. 

https://www.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/oa/deal.html.en
https://www.degruyter.com/publishing/publications/openaccess/open-access-agreements?lang=en
https://www.degruyter.com/publishing/publikationen/openaccess/open-access-artikel/open-access-zeitschriften?lang=de
https://www.degruyter.com/publishing/publikationen/openaccess/open-access-artikel/open-access-zeitschriften?lang=de
https://www.hogrefe.com/ch/thema/auf-dem-weg-zu-open-access
https://www.hogrefe.com/de/service/fuer-autoren/zeitschriftenautoren/openmind/transformation-faq-fuer-autorinnen
https://publishingsupport.iopscience.iop.org/questions/open-access-germany-tib/
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• Microbiological Society: In 2024, OA publication costs in all the pub-

lisher's journals (gold and hybrid) are covered by a new Publish & 

Read contract. 

• Nature: There are no article fees for open access articles in Nature 

subscription journals - these are covered by the new Publish & Read 

contract 2021/2024, cooperatively funded by the University Library 

and several faculties. 

• Open Library of Humanities (OLH): Per the membership agreement, 

all article fees are covered by the membership fee. 

• PLoS: Agreement on central invoicing. 

• PNAS: RUB members receive a discount for opting for immediate 

publication as open access. All articles in PNAS are freely accessi-

ble via PubMed Central after 6 months. 

• Rockefeller University Press: OA publication costs in the 3 hybrid 

journals "Journal of Cell Biology (JCB)", "Journal of Experimental 

Medicine (JEM)" and "Journal of General Physiology (JGP)" are cov-

ered by the RUB contract. 

• Royal Society of Chemistry (RSC): Article fees for Open Access ar-

ticles in hybrid and gold journals of the RSC are covered by the new 

Publish & Read contract in 2024-2027. 

• Royal Society of London: In 2023 and 2024, OA publication costs in 

the Royal Society of London's 8 hybrid and 2 gold OA journals are 

covered by a Publish & Read contract. 

• Science Advances: The consortium agreement allows RUB mem-

bers a 15% discount when selecting RUB as affiliation in the billing 

process. For further information: Author's Workflow. 

• Springer: (DEAL) Article fees in fully (Gold) Open Access journals of 

the SpringerOpen and BioMed Central brands are discounted by 

20%. They will be invoiced centrally to the University Library and 

must be reimbursed by the Corresponding Authors. From 2024, a 

https://www.microbiologyresearch.org/publish-and-read
https://www.microbiologyresearch.org/publish-and-read
https://pure.mpg.de/pubman/faces/ViewItemOverviewPage.jsp;jsessionid=WqN-lzHagRfHrptstB03XnTpuLxGOd67fNXuXanz.vm57
https://pure.mpg.de/pubman/faces/ViewItemOverviewPage.jsp;jsessionid=WqN-lzHagRfHrptstB03XnTpuLxGOd67fNXuXanz.vm57
https://www.openlibhums.org/plugins/supporters/
https://www.pnas.org/author-center/publication-charges
https://www.pnas.org/author-center/publication-charges
https://rupress.org/journals/pages/rup-read-and-publish-agreements
https://royalsociety.org/journals/open-access/read-publish-agreements/
https://tib.eu/cloud/s/FqBwT3TPEmCtzzY
https://deal-operations.de/vertraege/springer-nature
https://www.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/oa/deal.html.en
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fee will also be charged for each article published by RUB members 

in hybrid journals. In 2024, these centrally billed costs will be cov-

ered jointly from central funds of the University Library, from DFG 

funds and by a share per faculty / UKRUB. 

• Taylor & Francis: In 2024, there will be no costs for Open Access 

articles in all hybrid Taylor & Francis journals. These are covered by 

the new Publish and Read contract 2024-2027, which is co-financed 

by the University Library and many faculties. A discount of 15% is 

granted for articles in Gold Open Access journals. 

• Wiley: (DEAL) Article fees in fully (Gold) Open Access journals are 

discounted by 20%. They will be invoiced centrally to the University 

Library and must be reimbursed by the Corresponding Authors. 

From 2024, a fee will also be charged for each article published by 

RUB members in hybrid journals. In 2024, these centrally billed 

costs will be covered jointly from central funds of the University Li-

brary, from DFG funds and by a share per faculty / UKRUB. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

further information:  

https://open-access.net/informationen-zu-open-access/helpdesk 

https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://deal-operations.de/vertraege/wiley
https://www.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/oa/deal.html.en
https://open-access.net/informationen-zu-open-access/helpdesk

